
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I recently had dinner with a friend who reported that her husband, an avid winter sportsman, 
is hoping for a repeat of the weather we experienced last winter. As we face the season of 
shorter days and chillier temperatures, I suspect that many of you share my own hopes, which 
are somewhat different from those of my friend’s spouse... but either way, greetings and 
welcome to the season! 
 
LLAM programming continues at a fast clip this year, thanks to Vice President/Program Chair 
Sara Witman. 
 
On October 19th, about 15 LLAM members enjoyed a fascinating tour of the NPR facilities and 
library. The NPR librarian guides were fantastic! Many thanks are due to Sara and to Katherine 
Baer, formerly a librarian at NPR, for organizing this trip. (See the full story on the trip 
elsewhere in LLAM eNews.) 
 
Our scheduled program for November 30 on bankruptcy law unfortunately had to be cancelled 
due to a scheduling conflict of our presenter. We plan to reschedule this program in early 
2011.  In the LLAM Member Survey we conducted in the fall of 2009, many respondents were 
enthusiastic about including more programming on specialized legal research topics - and this 
program certainly fit the bill. Any suggestions for programs/speakers of this nature are always 
welcome – so please contact me or Sara if you have ideas. 
 
I was happy to see so many of you at the LLAM Holiday Party - we had about 35 attendees. I 
hope you enjoyed the event as much as I did! A special thanks to all who contributed to, and 
bid on items, at the Silent Auction. This year the auction yielded about $550, and the board 
has voted on the distribution of the proceeds, which have historically been split between our 
LLAM Grants and Awards program and a charitable organization (last year it was Doctors 
Without Borders for Haiti relief efforts; in the recent past, the Maryland Food Bank and the 
Baltimore Reads Foundation have been recipients.) This year the Board voted to send half the 
proceeds to the Maryland Food Bank. 
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Last but certainly not least, kudos to Jean Hessenauer for initiating and coordinating the 
Baltimore Ronald McDonald House dinner project (see the article on this event elsewhere in 
LLAM eNews.) On two dates this past fall, LLAM members visited RMH and prepared and 
served dinner for the families of seriously ill children, for whom the House serves as a “home 
away from home.” Thanks so much to everyone who volunteered to participate. This is a 
great project, and I would love to see LLAM to do more public service projects of this nature. 
I’d be happy to hear any ideas any of you might have for such ventures. 
 
In closing, it’s with great happiness for her personally, but with collective regret, that LLAM 
recognizes the retirement of Janet Camillo from her position as Law Librarian at the 
Montgomery County Circuit Court Law Library. Janet’s contributions to LLAM can’t be 
overstated, not only in her official capacity as (former) President, Vice President, 
Secretary,  and chair of many committees over the years, but also in her always 
knowledgeable, insightful and tactful informal guidance on many a topic. Janet has also been 
active in the court library community, and we know her leadership will be missed there. We 
look forward to having Janet as one of our active LLAM members in the “Retired” category! 
Joanie Bellistri has written a lovely tribute to Janet in this issue of LLAm eNews. 
 
I wish you all the happiest of holiday seasons – fun and relaxation with family and friends, 
and physical and spiritual renewal to launch us through the winter of 2010-2011. 
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President - Susan Herrick 
Vice-President/President Elect - Sara 
Witman  
Immediate Past President - Joanne Colvin 
Secretary - Thea Warner 
Treasurer - Bijal Shah 
Elected Board Member - Stacey Digan 
Elected Board Member - David Matchen 
 

 
Board of Trustees 2010-2011 

 
Standing Committee Chairs 2010-2011 

 

Archives Committee - Katherine Baer 
Government/Vendor Relations - Joan 
Bellistri 
Grants & Awards - vacant 
Membership Committee - Pat Behles 
Mentor Committee - Janet Camillo 
Placement Committee - Tonya Baroudi 
Program Committee - Sara Witman 
Public Relations Committee - 
Catherine McGuire & Anne Morrison 
Publications Committee - 
Maxine Grosshans 
Technology & Communications   
Committee - Kirstin Nelson 
Webmaster - Kurt Meyer 
 

What’s New? 
 
Law on the Frontlines: Dealing with Law Questions from Public Patrons 

Catherine McGuire, Outreach Services Law Librarian at the Maryland State Law Library, and 
Joan Bellistri, Law Library Director at the Anne Arundel County Public Law Library, presented 
two back-to-back training sessions, Law on the Frontlines: Dealing with Law Questions from 
Public Patrons, at the Anne Arundel County Public Library, West County Branch, on 
September 30, 2010. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Librarians Attend Law School 

Errin Roby, associate law librarian at the Baltimore County Circuit Court Law Library, 
and Scott Stevens both are attending University of Baltimore School of Law. 
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___________________________________________________________________ 

Maryland People’s Law Library Launches Redesigned Website 

The Maryland State Law Library launched a redesign of the People’s Law Library in 
December. The new design brings an improved interface, updated content, and many new 
functionalities to the legal information website. The redesign includes not only a new look 
for the site, but also new functionality provided by porting the site to the open source Drupal 
content management system. 

The site launch comes after nearly a year of work by library staff members. Over 1000 pages 
of content have been updated and ported to the new site. In addition, content is now tagged 
with a taxonomy of legal terms, simplifying user navigation. Among the site’s other new 
features are link checking, page emailing, print formatting, text scaling, and improved site 
statistics. 

In developing the new site, the library partnered with the Legal Services Network Technology 
Assistance Project (LSNTAP), which worked with an outside developer to build a Drupal 
template for legal service organizations. Adopting for Drupal leverages the efforts of one of 
the largest and most dynamic open source development communities. Literally hundreds of 
modules for extending the capabilities Drupal are free to download from the main Drupal 
website. The resulting template is in the process of being adopted by legal aid organizations 
throughout the nation. 

The People’s Law Library has been a leading provider of free legal information to pro se 
litigants in Maryland since the site was launched in 1996. The site benefits from contributions 
from throughout the non-profit legal community. Over 90,000 unique users visit the site each 
month and the site had over 19 million hits in fiscal year 2010. The State Law Library 
assumed management of the site in 2007. To contribute to or learn more about the People’s 
Law Library Project, write to the site’s Web Content Coordinator at pll@mdcourts.gov or 410-
260-1704. 
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By Mary Jo Lazun 
Head of Electronic Services 
Maryland State Law Library 

Anne Arundel Community College, known for its strong paralegal program, began offering 
continuing education unit (CEU) classes this fall in the areas of legal research, negotiation, and 
mediation. 

The legal research classes were taught by Mary Jo Lazun of the Maryland State Law Library. The 
first class focused on print sources and the second class on using online resources. Ten people got 
up early on a Saturday morning to attended the first session and fourteen for the second. About 
half the class were practicing attorneys and the rest were a mixture of paralegals, students and 
even a librarian! 

In the first class, held at the State law library, focused on the print sources. Mary Jo taught 
students how to maximize the use of secondary sources and how to locate superseded Maryland 
Code and COMAR and do a basic legislative history.The session was designed so that over 50% of 
the class time was devoted to using the materials in the library. Students quickly learned their 
way around the library and were impressed the library’s collections, particularly its superseded 
codes.  

The online class, offered in one of the college’s computer labs, gave students a hands-on 
opportunity to compare Lexis and Westlaw while learning the basics of Boolean searches and 
locating case law by topic and headnote. Having access to both databases was a major plus. 
Students either focused their attention on the database they used the most or used the class as 
an opportunity to learn a new system. Like the “print” class, most of the time was devoted to 
hands on exercises and kept Mary Jo very busy answering moving from computer to computer. 

According to Karen Cook, the director of the Legal Studies Program at AACC, “The feedback from 
the courses has been wonderful!.” The college is working on its fall schedule of CEU classes and 
both legal research classes offered again.  

 

AACC Offers CEU Classes in Legal Research 
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Committee Report 
By Tonya Baroudi 
Director of Library Services 
Circuit Court for Prince George's County 

The current chair of LLAM’s Placement Committee is Tonya Baroudi, Law Librarian at the 
Prince George’s County Law Library. Tonya has served admirably in this capacity for several 
years. 

The Placement Committee serves to communicate career and volunteer opportunities to 
members by posting announcements to LLAM’s discussion list.   Responsibilities include 
monitoring national and regional law library association websites and listserves, and state 
and federal government websites, for appropriate job announcements, then forwarding 
them to LLAM members in a timely fashion.  Several re-posting requests are made and 
handled accordingly.   Job listings are free and are also accepted from employment 
agencies.  Revisions and additions to committee procedures are made as necessary as well 
as updates to the placement brochure.  Placement brochures are forwarded to local 
campus job fairs and LLAM’s incoming President. 

To date in 2010, 170 jobs have been posted.  See statistics below: 

Law Library Association of 
Maryland   

Placement Statistics 
2010 

January   12 
February   14 
March   16 
April   12 
May  18 
June   20 
July   16 
August   15 
September   19 
October   16 
November   1 
December    

TOTAL   
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Featured Member – Andy Zimmerman 
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By Author Name 

If you know anything at all about Andy Zimmerman, it probably doesn’t surprise you to learn 
that before embarking on his 15-year (to date) law library career, Andy was a legal writer. 
He began his writing endeavors while a law student at Fordham, giving up a job as a library 
filer for more scholarly pursuits. One of his early jobs, with Matthew Bender, involved writing 
case annotations for Moore’s Federal Practice. After graduating with his J.D. from The 
Dickinson School of Law, Andy wrote for Prentice-Hall Tax and Professional Practice (a 
division of P-H Law and Business) for about 5 years, and also free-lanced.  After earning his 
library degree at Pratt Institute, he worked in law firms in New York (Proskauer Rose and 
Dewey Ballantine) and Cleveland (the former Arter & Hadden), then moved to Maryland, 
where he was librarian at the Baltimore office of Hogan & Hartson before becoming Director 
of Library Services at Gordon, Feinblatt, Rothman, Hoffberger, and Hollander. 

It was while employed at Proskauer Rose, and keeping a set of research notes to help him in 
his everyday work, that Andy conceived the idea which eventually developed into 
Zimmerman’s Research Guide. With support from his library director, Andy connected with 
LLRX, and his writings evolved from a set of in-house notes for his and his colleagues’ use 
into one of the earliest legal reference works in online database form.  Now hosted by 
LexisNexis, the guide currently averages 37,000 site visits per month. His frequent updates 
and additions to the Guide can be followed on Andy’s ZRG blog and on the Guide’s Facebook 
page. 

Andy has been observing the changes in legal publishing from various perspectives since his 
days at Prentice-Hall. He notes the continuing contraction of the legal publishing industry, 
the increasing complexity of purchasing decisions, and the bifurcation of the legal 
information world, where “so much is becoming free, when so much else is becoming more 
expensive.” Another of Andy’s contributions to the growth of current and reliable legal 
information on the Web was his article (co-written with Trevor Rosen) “Is there a Future for 
an e-USC?” which appeared in the Winter 2010 issue of Law Library Lights. This article, as 
well as Andy’s discussions with Peter LeFevre of the House of Representatives Office of the 
Law Revision Counsel (OLRC), likely influenced the launch of OLRC’s USCPrelim, a pilot 
project to update the online version of some titles of the United States Code on an ongoing 
basis – a first step toward the creation of an unofficial-but-nearly-current edition of the USC 
similar to the e-CFR. For more information on USCPrelim and Andy’s contribution to its 
development, see the Law Librarian Blog posting of September 29, 2010. 

Andy says: “I would like to leave the information world a better place.” He has already made 
a pretty good start on that! 

When not writing research guides or his blog, Andy enjoys road biking and playing guitar. He 
lives in Baltimore County with his wife, a professor of religion at George Mason University, 
and his teenage daughter. 
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If you visit the AALL Government Relations Office page on AALL’s website, you will see that “AALL 
is organizing working groups in every state to respond to challenges that threaten the 
authentication and preservation of online legal resources, and to contribute to the development 
of a ground-breaking national inventory of primary legal information at all levels of government.” 

The following objectives in the AALL 2010-2013 Strategic Directions for Advocacy demonstrate the 
importance of the availability of authentic, permanent and publicly accessible legal information 
to law librarians: 

Continue advocacy efforts to ensure the authentication and preservation of official digital legal 
resources. 

Continue to advocate that government information must be in the public domain, and that 
information on government websites must be permanently available to the public at no charge. 

The AALL Access to Electronic Legal Information Committee (AELIC) adopted “Core Values 
Concerning Public Information on Government Web Sites.”   These core values stress that 
information on government web sites be accessible and reliable, and that official status of 
electronic versions be designated, comprehensive, and preserved.  The core values act as a guide 
for the formation of the AALL Working Groups. 

The goals of the AALL Working Groups are outlined in the GRO Advocacy Toolkit issue brief, “AALL 
State Working Groups to Ensure Access to Electronic Legal Information.” The first goal of the 
working groups is to challenge and stop attempts to discontinue print of legal sources unless 
“there is an official, authenticated online version that will be preserved for permanent public 
access.”  Working groups will also work to ensure that legal information included in the state’s 
data portal have a disclaimer stating the information is not official if the information is not 
authenticated or preserved.  The third task of the working groups is to contribute to the national 
inventory of all U.S. primary legal resources.  The data collected will be analyzed and used by 
LAW.gov, the Law Library of Congress and AALL policy committees. 

The Maryland AALL Working Group was the first to form.  However, we formed our Working Group 
under pressure in November of 2009 when we had to respond to the prospect of the Maryland 
Register ceasing to publish in print without any provision for authentication or permanent public 
access to the proposed digital only publication.  We still have a print Register through the efforts 
of our working group and the advocacy efforts of the Maryland Judiciary. The whole story is 
included in the AALL GRO Advocacy Toolkit case study, “Maryland Working Group Stops 
Elimination of Print Register.”   No sooner than we began work on the Register issue, we became 
aware of bills introduced during the 2010 session that would have allowed counties publishing 
their county codes electronically to discontinue providing print copies to certain institutions as  

 

AALL Maryland Working Group Update 
 By Joan M. Bellistri 
Anne Arundel County Public Law Library 
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the law currently provided.  The Working Group provided testimony and the bills were part of 
bills mentioned to legislators during MLA Library Day at the Legislature.  As a result, only the 
print copies required to be sent to the county delegations were discontinued. 

So from the start, the Maryland Working Group has worked to respond to challenges that 
threaten the authentication and preservation of online legal resources.   With our group 
already formed, it was easy to answer the call to contribute to the National Inventory of 
Primary Legal Information.  By collecting data on all of Maryland’s primary legal information, 
we will contribute to this large national project, and at the same time will have created a 
great resource for use in Maryland. 

A spreadsheet on Google Docs is being used to collect the information for all levels of 
Maryland government (state, county, and municipal),  and for all branches of government 
(executive, judicial, and legislative) for each of the levels.  The spreadsheet is populated via 
a fill-in-the blank form that has a section for each level of government.  So far, we have 
completed the state level for all branches.  We have created a Google group for group 
discussion of Maryland issues and we also belong to the AALL Google group for communication 
with other working groups. 

The Working Group met at the Maryland State Law Library in August for a demonstration of 
the spreadsheet and form.  We were able to add the first entries as a group. Members of the 
group then volunteered to collect information for the judicial and legislative branches.  The 
executive branch was divided alphabetically using the Maryland Manual online, Maryland.gov, 
and a search of the Maryland State Law Library catalog.  We gave ourselves a deadline of 
November 1, which we did a pretty good job of meeting.  The deadline for the national 
inventory is June of 2011. 

Our next step is the counties.  Court librarians have already volunteered to gather the 
information for most of the counties, but there are still some counties that are not yet 
spoken for.   The State Law Library has made this step easy with links to all codes and/or 
catalog records.  The Maryland Manual county page is another source for links to the county 
information.  After the county information is complete, we will then go on to the 
municipalities.  Fortunately, the Maryland State Law Library and the Maryland Manual have 
provided links to all of Maryland’s municipalities as well.  (I am working on a list that will 
combine the two.)  Still, this will be quite a job as there are about 250 municipalities in 
Maryland. 

Emily Feldman in the AALL GRO office has just issued a challenge to all of the working 
groups.  Working groups are being challenged to add 75 new titles to their inventories before 
the end of the year. There will be a contest to see who can add 75 titles in the least amount 
of time, and then who can add 100 or more titles before the end of the month. 

If you would like to volunteer for this project, we will be happy to have you.  You can 
contact me for more information (library@circuitcourt.org or 410-222-1387).  If you would 
like further information, see section 4.4 of the Advocacy Toolkit on working groups and take 
advantage of the slides from the AALL webinar on the National Inventory. 
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Janet Camillo, the Director of the Montgomery County Circuit Court Law Library and active 
member of LLAM, will be retiring at the end of this year.  

Janet’s library experience began in high school and continued through college and law 
school.  Her first job after law school was as a research librarian at her law school law 
library.  Janet pursued a legal career as a public interest attorney working for Neighborhood 
Legal Services and Legal Aid, but took a break from lawyering with the birth of her two 
sons.  She decided that it would be a good time to go to library school and pursue a career 
that might fit better with her new role as a mother.  While in library school, Janet was able 
to work part-time for the law firm Linowes and Blocher, and became the head librarian 
there after graduation.  After 11 years, she moved to the court library sector as head of the 
Arlington Circuit Court library.  Janet later moved to the Montgomery County Circuit Court 
Law Library as assistant librarian and eventually became the director.  

It will be hard to say goodbye to someone who has done so much for LLAM.  Janet has 
served as Secretary, Vice President, and President.  She has served on many LLAM 
committees as well, most recently Archives, Nominations, and Awards.  She is responsible 
for getting the LLAM Procedure Manual together; she served on the 25th Anniversary 
Committee; and she worked on the bylaws revisions and researching LLAM’s tax status.  
Janet was also part of LLAM’s planning committee for the Northeast Regional Conference 
held in Toronto in 2007. 

It will be hard to day goodbye to someone who has contributed so much on the national 
level as well.  As the photo attests, Janet worked as a function coordinator at the AALL 
Annual Meeting held in Baltimore.  You can find Janet’s name on the roster of various AALL 
SIS committees: Nominations for SCCLL, Awards and the Ad Hoc Professional Development 
Committee for TS-SIS, and the Patron Services Committee for RIPS.  She co-authored the 
LISP Public Librarian’s toolkit it for Maryland.  Janet is now a member of the AALL Maryland 
Working Group and is contributing to the National Inventory of Primary Legal Materials. 

It will be hard to say goodbye to someone who has taken such an active role in the 
formation of the official Conference of Maryland Court Law Library Directors.  Janet was 
instrumental in getting this conference going.  We will miss her as the current chair of the 
conference. 

It will be hard to say goodbye to someone who always had an idea for a program, whether 
local, regional, or national.  Janet shared her expertise on preservation with LLAM, and 
joined me at Jessup to teach legal research to the women there. Janet got the Conference 
of Court Library Directors to present at MACCM and coordinated a program for the SEAALL 
annual meeting.  

 

It’s Going to be Hard to Say Goodbye to Janet Camillo 
 By Joan M. Bellistri 
Anne Arundel County Public Law Library 
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It will be hard to say goodbye to our social coordinator at AALL.  Janet was always able to 
organize the LLAM Dine Around and get the LLAM runners together for the Hein Fun Run. 

Looking at all of Janet’s accomplishments, we might easily see why she would want to retire.  
Still, I had to ask her what she will do with her new found time.  Janet will be jumping right 
into a big home renovation project.  She looks forward to travel with her husband, Larry, 
taking classes, and continuing her volunteer work with therapeutic riding.  Janet will be 
careful that she doesn’t end up with too many commitments at the start of her retirement.  
She will be available to help with the transition of the new library director in Montgomery 
County. 

When asked what she will miss most, Janet was quick to say that she will miss more than 
anything the people she has worked with over the years: her staff and colleagues in 
Montgomery County, and all of the members of LLAM she has worked with and gotten to 
know.  When asked what she will miss the least, Janet answered that she is not sorry that she 
will no longer have to negotiate contracts with vendors. 

I asked Janet if she had a “best” memory of her years as a law librarian.  She could not boil it 
all down to just one memory, but helping people is what made it all meaningful.  Janet 
remembers an Asian couple who returned to the library to thank her for all of the help she 
was able to provide in the library.  They insisted on a gift of a small Vietnamese bowl which 
serves as a lovely reminder of what Janet loved most about her career.  

It will be hard to say goodbye to someone who is such good friend.  I know we will all miss her 
and hope that Janet keeps in touch as she begins this new and exciting phase of her life. 

 

This month, I thought I would highlight Sarah Glassmeyer’s blog post on tech tools that we can 
use to work collaboratively. Best part?  Most of the tools she mentions are free, as in free beer. 

Need to herd cats (AKA, find a meeting time that people can agree on)? Use Doodle. Need to 
share documents with others outside your organization?  I’ve been very happy with both Dropbox 
and Evernote.  Once of our faculty members successfully used tokbox to broadcast to and interact 
with home-bound students during last year’s the swine flu scare.  I heartily recommend playing 
around with all the tools in Sarah’s toolbox.  Well, except for drop.io, which has been bought by 
facebook and is going out of business. 

 

Did You Know?  
Legal Research Tips & Updates 
By Harvey Morrell 
University of Baltimore Law Library 
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January 

Marion Elizabeth Rodgers: “Mencken, Ritchie & Prohibition” 
Thursday, January 27, 5 p.m. 
Baltimore Bar Library 
Mitchell Courthouse, Room 504 
100 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, MD 
Free to LLAM Members 

Marion Elizabeth Rodgers, author of Mencken: The American Iconoclast,” will speak 
about H.L. Menken, the man who was known as the “Baron of Baltimore,” as well as 
Governor Albert Cabell Ritchie, a staunch supporter of states’ rights.  Fifty years after 
his death, many of Mencken’s political insights are still strikingly relevant, such as 
“Nations get on with one another, not by telling the truth, but by lying gracefully.” 

The lecture will be followed by a wine and cheese reception in the Main Reading 
Room of the Bar Library, and it is free for LLAM members. If you would like to attend, 
please e-mail the Library at jwbennett@barlib.org or telephone at 410-727-0280. 

February 

Library Day at the Maryland Legislature 
Wednesday, February 23 
Annapolis, MD  

At this annual event, librarians from many different types of libraries and locations in 
the state visit their respective delegates and senators to let them know the scope, 
functions, and importance of libraries in their districts.  Legislative Day takes place in 
conjunction with the Maryland Library Association.  Joan Bellistri and the Circuit 
Court for the Anne Arundel County Law Library will provide breakfast for the 
attendees.  More information will be provided via the listserv as it becomes available. 

Events Calendar 
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NPR Tour 
By Katherine Baer 
Maryland Collections & Reference Librarian 
Maryland State Law Library 
 

For the past two years, LLAM has been serving dinner twice a year at the Ronald McDonald 
House.  Each time we serve, four or five LLAM Members have volunteered.  We purchase the food, 
transport it to the house, prepare it, and then serve it.  The house holds approximately forty 
people, and it is usually full.  The Ronald McDonald House is set up like a small hotel.  On the 
first floor there is a nice family room with a large TV, a playroom, and a game room.  The second 
and third floors each have kitchens and hotel type rooms.  The kitchens were recently remodeled 
and are very well equipped.  We try to serve several choices of nutritious food and our “bakers” 
always whip up tasty desserts. 

I have been serving dinner at the House for about eight years, and I think everyone who has 
participated will say how rewarding it is.  The families are so appreciative to have dinner waiting 
for them when they return from the hospital.  Last month, one dad said, “it is so nice to come 
back here at night and not have to worry about preparing dinner for my daughter and me.”  
Having a very sick child is stressful, so it is nice to be able to take some of the burden from these 
families. 

Dinner at Ronald McDonald House 
 By Jean Hessenauer 
Librarian 
Tydings & Rosenberg LLP 
 

NPR headquarters is located in downtown DC near the DC Convention Center, and this is where 
many of its news programs, such as Morning Edition and All Things Considered, are produced.  
About 15 LLAM members were taken on a tour of their facilities guided by NPR librarians.  The 
librarians took us though the building, pointing out high points of the NPR news process while 
describing the varied duties of the librarians themselves. 

The tour started in the Broadcast Library.  The Broadcast library is where most of the NPR library 
collections are housed.  The major collection is the recordings of NPR- produced shows.  For 
many years, there was only 1 copy of the shows, and they were stored on analog tape.  These 
reels are now kept in a climate-controlled archive connected to the library, and earlier years can 
be found at the National Archives.  In 1999, NPR began making show copies on CD-ROM, with both 
a circulating and an archival copy.  One major reason why this was done is because analog tape 
can get a condition called “sticky-shed syndrome”.  This is when the layers that make up the tape 
separate and become sticky resulting in shedding when the tape is played.  NPR actually uses a 
convection oven to “bake” these tapes, which fuses the layers back in place temporarily, 
allowing a copy to be made. Now the CDs are in the process of being saved to servers as backup 
to the CD copies. 
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The other two major collections housed in the Broadcast Library are the music and the spoken 
word collections.  There is a music librarian who helps directors and reporters make selections of 
the music that is played within segments and through the shows. As you can imagine, NPR has 
several thousand CDs to choose from, as well as several online sources.  Spoken Word is a 
collection of historical sound ranging from old radio newscasts to early TV programs, 
commercials, and political speeches.  Anytime you hear archival sound in an NPR program, the 
chances are it came from the Spoken Word collection.  If the library does not have something a 
producer or reporter needs, the Broadcast librarian will make every effort to find it.  The 
Broadcast librarians rotate manning the main information desk, and when they aren’t on 
reference, some are cataloging NPR programs, working on digital projects, and gearing up for a 
migration to a new library system.  Selection of a new system for their catalog has been quite 
complicated as they are trying to find a system that can work with all the other systems 
throughout NPR. 

There are also reference librarians “embedded” throughout the News division, and we met some 
of them as we moved on through the building.  The NPR News division is divided up between both 
shows and units; e.g. there is an area where all the Morning Edition staff works and another area 
for the Science unit, etc.  The News Division is spread over four floors and there are five 
librarians located throughout. 

Other stops along the tour included Master Control.  This is the central area where all NPR’s input 
and output gets coordinated.  It looks like a space ship with hundreds of blinking lights & 
buttons.  It is continually manned by engineers making sure everything gets where it needs to be.  
We were also able to go to one of the studios while the show Talk of the Nation was on the air.  
There is a viewing area for guests where you can see both the director and the show host.  We 
saw their state-of-the-art Studio 4A that is used for live interviews with recording artists.  As you 
can imagine the digital revolution is huge at NPR, so we stopped by two projects that focus 
heavily on the digital world.  One was called NPR Labs and the other was Digital Music.  NPR Labs’ 
sole purpose is to explore new technologies and their possible uses throughout the NPR system, 
and Digital Music allows for a central location for musical genres and a variety of media 
platforms.  Lastly, we stopped by Morning Edition and heard how a show is produced, including 
how the various news pieces come in and how they piece together the segments. 

It was fascinating journey into the behind-the-scenes action at NPR, highlighting the news, music, 
digital, and library missions. 
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Other Announcements 

Holiday Party 
By Kirstin Nelson 
Librarian Relations Specialist 
Morningstar Document Research 

On December 9th over 35 LLAM members, friends and family started the season with a holiday 
party at The Waterfront Hotel on Thames Street in Fells Point. 
 
The restaurant, located just across the street from the Homicide: Life in the Street building, was 
the perfect setting for holiday fun and cheer. The festivities included a delicious buffet dinner, 
an open bar and the traditional silent auction. The auction raised $550 that will be split between 
the Maryland Food Bank and the LLAM Scholarship Fund. Auction bidding was active and the items 
included a chocolate basket, spa kit, a ceramic lamb, several books, a watercolor print, wine, a 
Sheep "Baddd Girl (ewe know it)" T-shirt, a Flip Video Camera (donated by Todd Henderson of 
West) and many other items.  
 
Janet Camillo was awarded the Service to LLAM award. Susan Herrick expressed the appreciation 
of all LLAM members for Janet’s many years of service, which included nearly every possible 
LLAM office and committee chairmanship, as well as participation in AALL, numerous Special 
Interest Section committees and many other library related groups. Janet was joined at the party 
by her husband, Larry Johnson.  
 

AALL2go Pick of the Month 

AALL’s Continuin g Professional Education Committee presents the AALL2go pick of the month: 
Ten Things Every Law Librarian Needs to Know About Copyr ight. 

This 45-minute humorous skit, performed before a live studio audience, has infamous radio host 
“Rush Limbaugh” (played by George Pike) interview ing James S. Heller, author of The 
Librarian’s Copyright Companion, discussing copyright situations that pertain to real life 
librarians. Rush and James have a lively back and forth conversation with telephone callers who 
phone in their questions. 

This videotaped program was an entertaining way to present the dos and don’ts of copyright. 
Topics included licensing; four factor fair use, as well as authors’ rights. After the callers’ 
questions were answered, they opened up questions to the live studio audience made up of 
attendees of the AALL 2010 Annual Conference in Denver. This session gives valuable 
information directed at authors, librarians, and patrons in a way that is easy to understand and 
light. 

Find this and more than 60 other free continuing education programs and webinars for AALL 
members on AALL2go! 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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National Library of Medicine Announces Disaster Symposium 

A Symposium for Information Professionals Meeting Disaster Health Information Needs  

National Library of Medicine 
Lister Hill Center, NIH Campus, Bethesda, MD 

Who should attend? 

 Librarians, library staff, library students, information professionals, informationists, and 
disaster medicine and public health professionals with a communications focus. 

Learn about… 

 Tools for providing disaster health information 
 Communications and disasters 
 Assessing and meeting the information needs of disaster managers and responders 
 Using library facilities to support disaster needs during response and recovery 
 Workforce development for those interested in disaster information 
 Disaster resources for librarians – building a community of practice 
 Medical Library Association’s new disaster information specialization 

Why attend? 

 Network with other disaster-minded information professionals 
 Medical Library Association continuing education credit will be offered 
 No cost for symposium registration 

Register Here 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 THOMAS Update 

A recent update of enhancements and additions to THOMAS has been released. Enhancements 
include converting GPO Access links to FDsys, search enhancements, additional detail to the Bill 
Summary & Status display, and additional metadata. 

Read more…. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

AMPLL 2011 Conference 

All private law librarians are encouraged to apply for the Eighth Advanced Management for Private Law 
Librarians (AMPLL) Conference, sponsored by the LexisNexis Librarian Relations Group. This year’s 
conference will be held April 8 – 10, 2011 in Dallas, Texas.  Applications due by December 31, 2010. 
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Requesting Submissions for LLAM News 

The LLAM Newsletter Committee welcomes submissions from LLAM members on a variety 
of engaging topics, including but not limited to legal research tips, member news, and 
local events. Submit your contribution by March1 for inclusion in the March 2011 issue! 
 
LLAM News is a quarterly publication of the Law Library Association of Maryland, a 
chapter of the American Association of Law Libraries. LLAM members are the most 
important part of this newsletter. The articles appearing herein are by us and for us. We 
encourage all members to submit articles to LLAM News. The editor will be glad to assist 
with the process of bringing your ideas to print. Send articles, letters to the editor, news 
updates, advertising inquiries, photographs, comments, and suggestions to the 
Newsletter Committee, preferably via email to LLAMNewsMD@gmail.com .  
 
Technology & Communications Chair:  
Kirstin Nelson 
Kirstin.nelson@morningstar.com 
Morningstar Document Research 
410-796-1932 

Membership 
For membership inquiries, please visit the LLAM Membership page at 
www.aallnet.org/chapter/llam/membership.htm or contact Membership Committee Chair Pat 
Behles by email at pbehles@ubalt.edu. 


